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• The 3Rs of a Memorial Service

• Draping of the Charter

• Memorial Service

• Burial Service

• Memorial Day

• Honor Guards
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Agenda



• Remembrance
• The world will little note, nor long remember what we say, but it can 

never forget what they did here, to remember is to commemorate.

• Recognition
• Words sometimes taken for granted unless they are defended.” By 

recognizing those who have made the ultimate sacrifice on the 
battlefield, the nation acknowledges them for their love of God and 
country.

• Respect
• Never fail to respect the war dead for their immense sacrifices.
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Three “R’s” of a Memorial Service

https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2013/7/three-rs-the-essence-of-a-memorial-service



• Page 112 in Ritual

• IAW the 62nd VFW National Convention, Resolution 183, mandate 
provides that—"charters should be draped for 30 days for all
deceased comrades.“

• Once learned of a Comrade’s death a motion from the floor is made 
to drape the charter or the Commander requests ceremony.  Once 
seconded and passed The commander requests the OOD drape the 
charter.

After 30 days:
• After the 30 days an Undraping of the Charter ceremony may be 

performed: After motion from floor, or Commander requests 
ceremony:
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Draping the Charter



• Page 74 in Ritual

• In applying to Departments or Posts "Commander-in-
Chief" refers to "Commander" and "Chief of Staff" refers 
to "officer of the day," etc.

• Roll Call of Posts
• Post Commander states name, service and date of death.

• Officer of the day will place items on the memorial as read 
by the appropriate official.  Pause enough to allow a 
ceremonial salute for each item.

• Hand out a script and will be posted on the Texas VFW 
webpage. 5

Memorial Service



• Page 106 in Ritual
• Unless the deceased veteran was an active member of the 

VFW the symbolic flower part of the service, paragraphs 
numbered 1 to 4, inclusive, page 107, will not be used.

• Every Post should have on hand at all times copies of the 
VFW memorial song, "Sleep, Soldier Boy," for use at all 
funerals and on all commemorative occasions. 

• When services are held elsewhere than at the grave (without 
burial) formations will be maintained as nearly as possible to 
those of the foregoing burial ritual, and the Commander shall 
Return to TOC 111 omit the committal service beginning with 
the words "The Master saith.“

• A short, appropriate address should be given by the Chaplain 
followed by the benediction, or an assisting minister may give 
this address and benediction. 6

Burial Service



• Page 79 in Ritual

• For Post holding Memorial Day ceremonial at veteran's grave or 
monument. The ceremony may follow a brief address by 
Commander or other speaker, commemorating veteran dead of all 
wars and emphasizing VFW pledge to honor the dead by helping 
the living.

• The talk should be extemporaneous or based on latest materials 
made available by National Headquarters. 

• General Logan's "General Order No. 11“ is appropriate for this 
kind of ceremony.

• At the end of this ceremony, a Bugler sounds Taps. This may be 
followed by gradually softening tattoo on drums or echo Taps from 
muted bugle or second bugler stationed at a distance
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Memorial Day



• Can assist with
Advancing Colors  Dedicating Post Colors 
Funerals Memorial Dedication 
Memorial Day Retiring Colors
Sporting Events Parades

• VFWs with Honor Guard
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Texas VFWs with Honor Guards
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VFWs with Honor Guards (cont.)



Questions!
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Who are we?

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
Incorporated May 28, 1936 (Public-No. 630-74th Congress)(H.R. 11454)
(Chapter 471, Sections 1 – 10, 49 Stat. 1390, 1391)
(Title 36, U.S.C. Chapter 7A, Sections 111 to 120)
(Amended 83rd Congress, May 29, 1953; 104th Congress, March 7, 1995; 107th Congress, October 16, 
2002; 109th Congress, January 2, 2006)
The charter was amended on December 4, 2014 by the 113th Congress, Title 36 
United States Code, Chapter 2301, Sections 230101 and 230102 as follows:

Section 230101 – Organization
(a) Federal Charter. Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (in this 

chapter, the “corporation”), a national association of veterans who as 
soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen served this Nation in wars, 
campaigns, and expeditions on foreign soil or in hostil waters, is a 
federally chartered corporation.

(b) Perpetual Existence. Except as otherwise provided, the corporation has 
perpetual existence.
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Who are we?

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
Section 230102 – Purposes.

The purposes of the corporation are fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable, 
and educational, and are:

1. to preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members;
2. to assist worthy comrades;
3. to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to assist their 

surviving spouses and orphans;
4. to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States, and 

fidelity to its Constitution and laws;
5. to foster true patriotism;
6. to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom; and
7. to preserve and defend the United States from all enemies.
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Standards
Section 230105 – Exclusive Right to Name, Seal, Emblems, and Badges.
The corporation has the exclusive right to use the name “Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States” and its corporate seal and to manufacture and use emblems and badges the 
corporation adopts.

Article VII – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS (Bylaws)
Sec. 711 – Buddy Poppy.

The manufacture and/or sale of the trademarked “Buddy Poppy” shall be in 
accordance with the rules and regulations as prescribed in the Manual of Procedure.

A grant in the amount of one and one-half cents of each poppy sold shall be payable 
to the VFW National Home for Children; any remaining net proceeds from the sales of 
Buddy Poppies after the costs of producing and distributing the poppies and payment of 
the grant to the National Home for Children has been deducted shall be allocated to the 
National Veterans Service Budget.
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Standards
Article VII – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS (Bylaws)

Sec. 702 – Politics.
No officer or member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States shall in any 

manner use the Veterans of Foreign Wars for partisan politics and no discussion of partisan 
questions shall be permitted at any meetings nor shall any nominations, recommendations or 
endorsements for political office be made, provided this shall not apply to discussion of policies 
of any organization that seeks to alter our present form of government by force, violence or 
other unlawful means.

Participation in activities supporting or opposing legislation or administration of laws for 
veteran's welfare or relating to other matters pertaining to the purposes of the organization shall 
be permitted. Such participation shall be consistent with the legislative and welfare programs 
and policies approved by the National Convention.

No Post, County Council, District or Department shall participate in a labor dispute, either 
on behalf of labor or management. No member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States shall wear the VFW uniform or VFW cap in any plant or picket line or meeting of 
employees where a labor dispute arises.

Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the organization of a lawful political action 
committee to further the purposes of the VFW as set forth in Section 230102 of the 
Congressional Charter, nor prevent any discussion of the activities of such a committee.



Information Classification: General
6

Standards
Article VII – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS (Bylaws)

Sec. 713 – Language Prescribed.
All Posts of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States now in 

existence, or hereafter organized, shall conduct their meetings in no other 
language than the English language.

Sec. 714 – Control of Mailing Lists.
The names and addresses of the members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States shall be considered confidential and shall not be made available for 
commercial or political use.

Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the VFW from soliciting or 
authorizing solicitation of its membership to benefit the purposes of the organization.
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Standards
Article VII – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS (Bylaws)

Sec. 719 – Past Officers.
A Past Officer is one who has been elected and installed, appointed or 

succeeds to a vacancy in a Post, District, Department or National Organization 
office, respectively, and (1) has served to the end of term; (2) died before 
expiration of term; (3) ceased to hold office by reason of consolidation of units; 
or (4) resigned to enter active military service or, while in active military service, 
resigns office due to receipt of permanent change of station orders, provided, 
however, if such person is determined to be ineligible or if such person’s 
membership is terminated under Article IX, they shall not be a Past Officer.

For purposes of Sections 404, and 504, the term “Past Commander” includes 
only those persons whose service as a Commander was in that respective District 
or Department or in one which was consolidated or merged into it.
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Standards
Article VIII – UNIFORMS, BADGES, ETC. (Bylaws)

Sec. 801 – Adoption of Seals, Emblems, Badges and Insignia.
The Great Seal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States shall be a cross of eight points, or Cross 

of Malta, between the segments of which are rays of the sun cantoned, forming a star, superimposed upon the center 
of which shall be an American Eagle with outstretched wings and claws. The right claw of the eagle shall have an 
olive branch and the left claw a sheath of arrows. From the bill of the eagle a streamer shall be suspended bearing 
the inscription “Pro Deo – Pro Patria” and over its head shall be grouped thirteen (13) stars. On the breast of the 
eagle shall be an American shield. The eagle shall be encircled by the legend “Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States.”

The seal of Departments shall be identical with the Great Seal, and an additional outer legend for Department 
Seals shall be added to read: “Department of (insert name of Department), Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States” and within that outer legend shall be added the date of the institution of the Department.

The seal of Districts shall be identical with the Great Seal and an additional outer legend shall be added to 
read: “District (insert number of District), Department of (insert name of Department), Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States” and within that outer legend shall be added the date of the institution of the District.

The seal of Posts shall be identical with the Great Seal and an additional outer legend shall be added to read: 
“(insert name of Post) Post No. (and then the name of the City and State in which it is located), Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States” and within that outer legend shall be added the date of the institution of the Post.

The National Convention or the National Council of Administration may adopt such other seals, emblems, 
badges and insignia as may from time to time be appropriate. Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States shall 
have sole and exclusive rights to its seals, emblems, badges and insignia and its seals, emblems, badges and insignia 
shall not be used without written consent of the Quartermaster General of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States.
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Standards
Article VIII – UNIFORMS, BADGES, ETC. (Bylaws)

Sec. 802 – Colors of Units.
The colors of the various units of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States shall show 

the authorized emblem of the organization on fields which shall be colored as follows:

Department Colors shall bear the name of the Department; District Colors shall bear the name 
of the Department and the numerical designation of the District; County Council Colors shall bear 
the name of the County Council; and Post Colors shall bear the name and number of the Post

National Convention ……………………. Purple
Departments ……………………. Maroon
Districts ……………………. Maroon over White
County Councils ……………………. White
Posts ……………………. Navy Blue
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Customs
Article VIII – UNIFORMS, BADGES, ETC. (Manual of Procedure)

Sec. 803 – Manufacture and Use of Seals, Emblems, Badges, Insignia and 
Uniforms.
Cap. A cap of the overseas type, lettered with VFW initials, Post numerals, state, rank of office (when applicable), 
and bearing the Cross of Malta emblem, shall be the regulation cap to be worn with or without the uniform. The 
color shall be green, shade 51. Lettering on each cap shall be in gold.

Organizational echelons will be designated by the color of the braid (piping) and letters on the caps as 
follows:

Post officers, members and Past Post Commanders – gold braid; District officers, except District 
Commanders and Past District Commanders – bright green braid; Department officers and Past Department officers, 
District Commanders and Past District Commanders – bright red braid; National officers and Past Commanders-in-
Chief – silver braid.

the National Council of Administration may designate other colors or color combinations of the cap, braid 
and lettering to be worn on the caps of All-American and All-State honorees, life members and aides-de-camp. Past 
Commanders-in-Chief and National officers with a Council vote, other than National District Council Members, 
may wear white caps with gold lettering and braid.

Regulation caps shall be worn by elected and appointed officers at all official meetings.
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Customs
Article VIII – UNIFORMS, BADGES, ETC. (Manual of Procedure)

Sec. 803 – Manufacture and Use of Seals, Emblems, Badges, Insignia and 
Uniforms. - continued
Uniforms. Subject to the approval of the sponsoring units, color guards, drill teams and similar units 
may adopt optional uniforms and campaign hats, berets, helmets or other headgear for wear at 
parades, assemblies and similar events and at official functions in the performance of duties. 
Headgear shall be uniform for all members of the unit. If organization emblems are worn on VFW 
Color Guard Headgear, one of them must be the Cross of Malta.
Uniform Patches and Pins. American or US Flag patches may be placed on either or both sleeves, 
provided the star field is on top and facing forward. When worn in this manner, it gives the effect of 
the flag flying in the breeze as the wearer moves forward. Hence it requires a proper left and/or right-
sided flag patch, which is worn centered on the sleeve(s) one-half of one inch to one inch (1/2” – 1”) 
down from the shoulder seam.

Collar pins, VFW and unit number, may be placed as follows: VFW pin(s) on the left or on both 
collar tabs so that the bottom is parallel to the ground and one-half of one inch to one inch (1/2” – 1”) 
above the tip; the Unit Number Pin, if used, on the right collar tab so that the bottom is parallel to the 
ground, one-half of one inch to one inch (1/2” – 1”) above the tip.
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Customs

________________________
FOREWARD_____________             

The ceremonies described in our Ritual symbolize the high ideals for which 
we strive. All ceremonies should be presented expressively and accurately so that 
recruits and members alike are impressed by the full meaning of every action.

The altar with its flag and Bible, the prayers, pledges and the official stations 
comprise the inner sanctum of our order. They express the distinctive character of 
the world’s oldest overseas war veteran’s organization.

Every comrade interpreting the ritual should memorize thoroughly the 
portrayal of their part. A smooth performance is necessary to make the proper 
impression on the audience.

Veterans coming to us from military forces of all wars appreciate painstaking 
attention to details. Our first influence upon recruits and new members will be 
through presentation of the VFW ritual. Every participant is urged to give their 
best.

VFW RITUAL
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Customs

________________________
OPEN MEETINGS___________

OPEN MEETINGS
When open meetings are to be held these instructions should be followed:
OPENING CEREMONIES
Full ritualistic work is permissible in meetings open to the public. All persons present 
shall salute the colors at proper times.
CLOSING CEREMONIES
Colors are presented. All rise and salute the colors. Colors are retired. Commander states: 
“This meeting is closed.”
OBLIGATION OF RECRUITS
Recruits may be obligated publicly. For instructions see page 21, “Initiation Ceremony, 
Brief Form”, and page 28, “Ceremonial Initiation”.
INSTITUTION OF NEW POSTS
This ceremony may be used in openings as prescribed including obligation of candidates 
and installation of officers.

VFW RITUAL
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Customs
________________________________

COMMEMORATIVE TRIBUTES___________
Posts should arrange special ceremonies and all Commanders shall alert comrades to 

their obligations for appropriate commemoration of the following outstanding action dates 
in U.S. history:

THE DATES
January 27 – Signing of the Vietnam Peace Accord in 1973
February 15 – Sinking of U.S.S. Maine, 1898
February 28 – Liberation of Kuwait – Operation Desert Storm 1991
March 24 – Start of Kosovo Campaign 1999
March 29 – National Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day
March 31 – End of Operation Restore Hope – Somalia 1995
May 1 – Loyalty Day, annually
May 8 – VE Day: German unconditional surrender signed, 1945
May 30 – Memorial Day
June 6 – D Day: Allied invasion of Europe, 1944
June 14 – Flag Day
July 4 – Independence Day
July 27 – Signing of the Korean Armistice in 1953
August 31 – End of Operation Iraqi Freedom 2010
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Customs
September 2 – VJ Day: Japan surrendered, 1945 ending World War II fighting
September 11 – Patriot Day
September, 3rd Friday – POW/MIA Recognition Day
October 7 – Start of Operation Enduring Freedom – Afghanistan 2001
October 18 – Recognition of Women in Military Service
October 23 – Beirut Bombing
November 11 – Signing World War I Armistice, 1918. Veterans Day
December 7 – Pearl Harbor Day, since 1941

Article II – Posts (Manual of Procedure)
Sec. 223 – Commemorative Dates.

Each Post shall make arrangements for observances of Memorial Day, see that 
suitable grave markers, wreaths and flags of the United States are placed on the graves of 
deceased members and, if practicable, conduct Memorial Day Services in the cemeteries 
in its locality.

Each Post shall see that suitable arrangements are made for the observance of 
Veterans Day, Flag Day and Loyalty Day.

In addition, the Post should arrange special ceremonies, and all Commanders should 
alert comrades to their obligations for appropriate commemoration of other dates specified 
in the Ritual.
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Customs
________________________

GENERAL RULES___________
This Ritual may not be changed except by the National Convention.
1. Officers are personally responsible for their Rituals. They shall permit only 

authorized persons to read the Ritual.
2. While the Post is in session, no member will pass between the altar and the 

Commander’s station, except as prescribed by the Ritual.
3. All officers should memorize their parts and practice with co-workers in order to 

render all ritual work correctly and impressively. See the Foreword.
4. The officer of the day shall act as master of ceremonies.
5. When addressing the Commander all officers salute in a military manner. The 

commander will return similar salutes. All officers exchange salutes when addressing 
each other.

6. On rap of the gavel calls attention or seats the body when standing. Two raps of the 
gavel call everyone to standing attention.

7. At National and Department conventions the “Star Spangled Banner” should be 
played or sung at the Opening Session, immediately after the colors are placed. 

8. All Posts should hold a public memorial service for their departed comrades, at least 
once a year. This may be held as a special ceremony or in conjunction with a public 
meeting.
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Customs
________________________

GENERAL RULES___________
9. “Sleep, Soldier Boy”, by Dorothy Alexander, Auxiliary No. 409, or any other 

appropriate song may be used at all VFW memorial services.
10. All VFW military formations and procedures shall conform with the current Infantry 

Drill Regulations, United States Army.
11. The military salute shall be given in all ceremonies and meetings when a member 

wishes to address the Commander or presiding officer. The military salute shall also 
be used in the ceremonial work, as set forth in this Ritual.

12. In compliance with directives approved by the Veterans of Foreign Wars 59th

National Convention and the VFW National Council of Administration “the Flag of 
the United States, of appropriate size and attached to a standard, shall be placed 
upright upon the VFW altar to the left of a Bible – (to the left of the Bible as viewed 
by one standing before the altar and facing the Commander’s station). The 
POW/MIA flag may be placed to the right of the American Flag. Both the flags and 
Bible shall be upon a regulation VFW altar cloth.”
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Customs
________________________

GENERAL RULES___________

13.
a) All members who are able will stand during the offering of the prayers;
b) members will follow the action of the Chaplain or presiding officer relative to 

removal of caps during prayers; if uncovering, the hat shall be placed on the 
extended closed fingers of the right hand in such a way that the Cross of Malta 
is exposed and held over the heart;

c) official caps will not be worn during luncheons, banquets or other meals;
d) Official caps will be the only head covering allowed to be worn at regular 

meetings of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
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Contact us with 
any questions!

State Inspector Stephen Biehl
VFW Post 2427 – Tomball, TX

(281)413-2695
formermarine@msn.com
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VFW Mobile App

Instructor Stephen Biehl
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MENU  - Find
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MENU  - Assistance
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Donate
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MENU  - Advocacy

Login

Find

Join

Assistance

Advocacy

Media & Events

Community

Donate

Follow Us
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National Security & Foreign Affairs

Women Veterans

Grassroots Efforts

VA Health Care Watch
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MENU  - Media & Events

Find

Join

Assistance

Advocacy

Media & Events

Community

Donate

Follow Us

Latest Releases

Media Room

National Convention

Events

The VFW Podcast

VFW Magazine

Commemorations

Checkpoint

VFW Post Pride

Chief’s Corner
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MENU  - Community

Find

Join

Assistance
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Donate

Follow Us
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Community Initiatives

Flag Etiquette

Student Veterans of America
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MENU  - Donate
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Donate
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Give Now
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Planned Giving
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Contact us with 
any questions!

State Inspector Stephen Biehl
VFW Post 2427 – Tomball, TX

(281)413-2695
formermarine@msn.com
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Heroes to Hives

Instructor Stephen Biehl
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Heroes to Hives

Heroes to Hives (H2H) is a beginning beekeeping education course for 
military veterans, National Guard members, reservists, active duty 
personnel and their dependents. The online course will guide you 
through a year of beekeeping; it covers equipment, bee biology, and 
basic colony management. This course is science based, and it will be 
taught with a focus on understanding and identifying the needs of bees, 
raising healthy and productive colonies, management of a sustainable 
apiary operation, and building a supportive network of beekeepers and 
beekeeping resources.

The Heroes to Hives program is a self-paced online beekeeping 
certificate program through Michigan State University and our partners 
Michigan Food and Farming Systems, University of Minnesota, 
University of Missouri, and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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Heroes to Hives

The Heroes to Hives online certificate course runs through the MSU 
Desire2Learn (D2L) virtual learning platform and requires internet 
access to participate. 

 Please discuss the risks of beekeeping with your physician, and 
decide with them if you should get an epipen or undergo testing for 
potential allergies. 

 You do not need to own bees to participate in the program. If you 
have not yet kept bees, we recommend that you complete this course 
before purchasing bees. 

 Be respectful. Make sure that you help maintain a supportive and 
productive learning environment. Offensive behavior and/or language 
towards others will not be tolerated.
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Heroes to Hives

Module 1:  History of Beekeeping and Getting Started
Module2:  Biology and Feeding
Module 3:  Hive Inspections and Record Keeping
Module 4:  Pests and Pathogens
Module 5:  Honey Plants and Business of Honey
Module 6:  Late Season Management + Swarms, Splits and 

Laying Workers
Module 7:  Honey Harvesting and Overwintering
Module 8:  Programs to Support Your Bees and You
Module 9:  Preparing for Next Season



Information Classification: General
5

Heroes to Hives
8-Frame Langstroth Beehive

The species of wood used to make 
a beehive can vary depending 
upon what is available in your 
area. The minimum thickness 
should not be less than ¾”. If you 
are using standard dimensional 
lumber, you can use 1x8 (¾” x 
7¼”) for both shallow and medium 
super, and 1x12 (¾” x 11¼”) for 
the deep hive body. 
Start by cutting the boards to 
length. For fronts and backs, cut 
them a smidgen over 13¾”. For 
sides, cut a smidgen over 19⅞". At 
this point, follow the steps 
described on how to make a box 
joint from the PDF ’Box Joint’ 
files.

Construction details for ¾” thick lumber
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Heroes to Hives
8-Frame Langstroth Beehive

Now that you have the joint cut 
and the boards cut to finished size, 
cut the ⅝" x ⅜" rabbet on the 
13¾” boards stopping just short of 
the box joint pin at each end. 
(Chisel these square after the 
boards are assembled). Note detail 
of frame rest at left. Pre-drill holes 
for nails in each pin. 
Assemble boxes with glue and nail 
each pin with a 6d galv. nail. 
Attach 1x2 handholds with screws 
and glue. Attach metal rabbets on 
the frame rest notch. Fill any holes 
and paint all surfaces, both outside 
and inside and top and bottom 
edges, with two coats of paint.

Construction details for ¾” thick lumber
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Heroes to Hives
10-Frame Langstroth Beehive

The species of wood used to make 
a beehive can vary depending 
upon what is available in your 
area. The minimum thickness 
should not be less than ¾”. If you 
are using standard dimensional 
lumber, you can use 1x8 (¾” x 
7¼”) for both shallow and medium 
super, and 1x12 (¾” x 11¼”) for 
the deep hive body. 
Start by cutting the boards to 
length. For fronts and backs, cut 
them a smidgen over 16¼”. For 
sides, cut a smidgen over 19⅞". At 
this point, follow the steps 
described on how to make a box 
joint from the PDF ’Box Joint’ 
files.

Construction details for ¾” thick lumber
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Heroes to Hives
10-Frame Langstroth Beehive

Now that you have the joint cut 
and the boards cut to finished size, 
cut the ⅝" x ⅜" rabbet on the 
16¼” boards stopping just short of 
the box joint pin at each end. 
(Chisel these square after the 
boards are assembled). Note detail 
of frame rest at left. Pre-drill holes 
for nails in each pin. 
Assemble boxes with glue and nail 
each pin with a 6d galv. nail. 
Attach 1x2 handholds with screws 
and glue. Attach metal rabbets on 
the frame rest notch. Fill any holes 
and paint all surfaces, both outside 
and inside and top and bottom 
edges, with two coats of paint.

Construction details for ¾” thick lumber
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Heroes to Hives
Online Resources

1. Beekeeping is local. We highly recommend you join a local beekeeping association for advice and 
recommendations. The American Beekeeping Federation maintains a list of state and local beekeeping 
organizations.

a. https://www.abfnet.org/page/states
2. We recommend you reach out to your state’s bee/pollinator lab (if they have one) and/or your local 

Cooperative Extension office for assistance. A good way to find your local office is to go to 
https://search.extension.org and enter your county or parish name along with your state name. You might also 
use your favorite search engine and enter "cooperative extension" along with your county name.

3. Michigan State University has a list of recommended resources for beekeepers, including websites, books, 
blogs, YouTube channels, Facebook pages, podcasts, trade journals, and beekeeping associations.

a. https://pollinators.msu.edu/resources/beekeepers/resources-for-beekeepers/
4. Michigan State University’s has a webpage with its articles and webinars videos.

a. https://pollinators.msu.edu/resources/beekeepers/

5. Heroes to Hives website for registration. Online seating is limited so you may not get enrolled in the current 
year.

a. https://www.canr.msu.edu/veterans/Veterans-Programming/Heroes-to-Hives/index

6. Hives for Heroes is an online cooperative group for beekeepers. It is centered in the Houston area and is 
targeted towards veterans and first responders. It is a 501(c)3 organization.

a. https://www.hivesforheroes.com
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Contact us with 
any questions!

State Inspector Stephen Biehl
VFW Post 2427 – Tomball, TX

(281)413-2695
formermarine@msn.com
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Dog Tag Drummers

Instructor Brian Callahan
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Dog Tag Drummers

This is a HealthRHYTHMS Style Drum Circle that provides an opportunity for 
Veterans of all ages to join in a group music making activity using hand drums 
and other percussion instruments. Through recreational drumming, each of the 
participants will reap the benefits of increased relaxation, a reduction of stress, 
and a balancing of all the important body chemicals that regulate the immune 
and cardiovascular system. It will also give you a chance to hear the great 
stories and share in the experiences that we all have had during our time in the 
military. We are also joined by members of the drum circle community who 
have never served but are interested in knowing veterans and find out about our 
experiences while serving our country.

No drumming or musical experience is required.

VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
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Contact us with 
any questions!

Brian Callahan
VFW Post 2427 – Tomball, TX



Service Dogs
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What is a Service Dog?

The ADA defines a service animal as any guide 
dog, signal dog, or other animal individually 
trained to provide assistance to an individual 
with a disability. If they meet this definition, 
animals are considered service animals under 
the ADA regardless of whether they have 
been licensed or certified by a state or local 
government.
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What does a Service 
Dog do?

• A service animal is NOT a pet.
• Performs some of the functions and tasks that the 

individual with a disability cannot perform for 
themselves.

• Assists persons with other kinds of disabilities in their 
day-to-day activities. Some examples include:
• Alerting persons with hearing impairments.
• Pulling wheelchairs or carrying and picking up things 

for persons with mobility impairments.
• Assisting persons with mobility impairments with 

balance.
• Can be a dog or miniature horse.
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Service Dog vs ESA vs 
Therapy Dog
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Hello!!! How old are you? 
What’s your name?

These questions are often the first thing a handler hears when they 
are approached in public. Try to remember that the handler is a 
person and the Service Dog is at work. Here are a few tips:
1. Don’t speak directly to, make eye contact with, or pet the Service Dog. These 

distractions can be life threatening.
2. NEVER feed or tempt a Service Dog.
3. Greet the handler first…not the dog. Then you can politely ask permission to 

pet the dog. 
4. Don’t get your feelings hurt if a handler doesn’t want to discuss their reason 

for a service dog and/or what task the dog performs.
5. Don’t get upset or rude if the handler doesn’t let you pet the Service Dog.
6. Don’t feel pity for the Service Dog or the handler. 
7. Please use this as a teachable moment for your children (or even other adults 

that you’re with.
8. If you see a Service Dog without a handler, follow the dog because the handler 

may need help (and the dog can’t dial 911 without opposable thumbs).



7

Service Dogs and 
Business Owners

The VFW Post Home and the Canteen are 
businesses. As such, you must know your rights and 
responsibilities as a business. 

Your staff may ask only two questions of someone 
with a service dog:

1. Is the dog a service animal required 
because of a disability?
2. What work or task has the dog been 
trained to perform?
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Service Dogs and 
Business Owners

Q: When can you refuse to allow a service dog in the facility?

A: If a service dog’s behavior poses a direct threat to the health or safety of others 
(vicious/aggressive), is disruptive or the accommodation of the service dog would result in 
the fundamental alteration of the nature of the business (barking in the movies or walking 
through the large predator section of the zoo) or poses a health risk (riding in grocery 
carts, getting on tables and chairs in a restaurant, or urinating/defecating in a restaurant) 
they may be refused service. 

Q: Does the service dog owner have to show any license/certification for 
the dog or proof of disability? Does the dog have to wear a vest?

A: No. The ADA does not require any type of certification for service dogs (although most 
professionally trained dogs have them) and the owner is not required to prove their 
disability. Service dogs are not required to wear vests although most do. Some service 
dogs do not wear leashes due to the nature of their tasks.
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You want a Service 
Dog?

Before you decide on a Service Dog think about everything. It costs anywhere from 
$50,000 to $60,000 to properly train a Service Dog. As a Service Dog handler/owner you 
must be committed to keeping your Service Dog in top shape and in the best living 
conditions. Service Dogs are living, breathing pieces of medical equipment.

COSTS:
Food Cost: $400/year (60 lb dog @ 3 cups/day)
Veterinary Cost: $500/year (minimum for wellness and vaccinations)
Heartworm/Flea Medication: $325/year (after discounts)
Dog Supplies: $100 bed, $80 crate, $200/year chew toys/training treats/poop bags
Grooming Costs: $400/year
*Optional Insurance: $60/month ($720/year) for wellness, accidental, illness, and injury 
with $500 deductible and 80% reimbursement
****$1825/year in essentials (not including the bed, crate, or insurance)****

LIVING ENVIRONMENT:
Service Dogs are not outside animals. They need a safe living space inside. Having a Service 
Dog requires you to puppy-proof your home and outdoor area (chemicals, plants, other 
animals). They love to run and play when they are “off duty.”
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You STILL want a 
Service Dog?

If you’ve done the research and you feel that a Service Dog is the best option to 
help you with your disability, then it’s time to take the next step. 

APPLY! APPLY!! APPLY!!!
You must apply for a Service Dog and be prepared to provide all the information 
requested/required. You can apply with more than one Service Dog trainer but 
please notify anyone you’ve applied with if you get placed with your dog 
elsewhere.

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES!
When you receive your Service Dog it will change your life in so many amazing 
ways. It is a beautiful experience to grow together while you find your new 
normal. 
However, you don’t anticipate the fact that the dog can attract too much 
attention sometimes. Be prepared to roll with the punches and be polite. 
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GRATITUDE

The Texas VFW and Texas VFW Foundations have 
partnered with United States Veterans Service Dogs 
to help place Service Dogs with Veterans to help 
mitigate the effects of war. The funding for these 
Service Dogs is made possible through our 
partnership with VSweeps. 

Please spread the word to every person that walks in 
the door that when they play VSweeps they are 
helping Veterans find their new normal with every 
click.
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References

Americans with Disabilities Act
https://beta.ada.gov/topics/service-animals/

Texas Disability Law
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/disabilities/assistance_animals

United States Veterans Service Dogs
https://www.usveteransservicedogs.org/

Puppies Assisting Wounded Servicemembers (PAWS) for Veterans 
Therapy Act of 2021
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/03/30/2022-
06735/implementation-of-the-paws-for-veterans-therapy-act



Contact us with 
any questions!

Instructor: Marcey Phillips
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Legislative Briefing

Instructor Stephen Biehl & 
Mitch Fuller
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Community Involvement

Appoint a Community Liaison committee and chair.
Ensure that the members of this committee are adept public speakers.
Make yourself and your Post known to the community.

Join your Chamber of Commerce.
Attend the Chamber of Commerce meetings.
Lead the pledges (Community Service + Americanism + Youth, if children are 
present).
Present a VPR.
Offer the invocation and/or benediction.

Meet your mayor.
Coordinate Community Service projects.
Attend City Council meetings.
Lead the pledges (Community Service + Americanism + Youth, if children are 
present).
Offer the invocation and/or benediction.
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Community Involvement
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Mitch Fuller
Director of Government and Public Affairs
National/State Legislative Chairman
Department of Texas VFW
mitch@texasvfw.org
512-834-8535 (office)
512-228-7074 (cell)

2022 OTS Community Involvement 
and Legislative Briefing

mailto:mitch@texasvfw.org
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Impacts every veteran and family member
• Veterans Preference (Federal and State)
• GI Bill
• Toxic Exposures

Veterans benefits don’t just happen
• Stronger and better advocates together

Protect what we have secured for more than 100 years

5

The Importance of 
Legislative Advocacy 
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Recent Federal Victories

6

Passage of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our PACT Act 
in the US Senate.
Passage of the PAWS for Veterans Therapy Act, which will establish a pilot 
program on dog training therapy for veterans diagnosed with PTSD and require 
VA to provide service dogs for those veterans, including veterinary insurance.

Inclusion of Agent Orange presumptive conditions of bladder cancer, 
hypothyroidism, and parkinsonism to the list of Department of Veterans Affairs 
presumptive conditions for herbicide exposure.

Passage of the Deborah Sampson Act, which will remove the barriers to health 
care impacting women veterans.

Elimination of the 12-year limit on using Veteran Readiness and Employment 
(VR&E) benefits.
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Current Federal Priority 
Goals
Concurrent Receipt
• National Defense
Authorization Act 
(NDAA)

Health Care
• Suicide prevention
• Medical cannabis
• Women veterans
• Preventive 

prescriptions

VR&E
• Transition

Toxic Exposure
• Burn Pit Registry
• Benefits
• Presumptive 

conditions

www.vfw.org/advocacy
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Join Action Corps

• Weekly e-newsletter and Action Alerts
• Be informed and involved
• Take action and make a difference

• Your engagement with your members of Congress is 
crucial in helping us get vital pieces of Veterans
legislation passed into law

• Three ways to sign up 
1) Visit www.vfw.org/JoinActionCorps
2) Text “VFW” to 50457
3) Scan the QR Code
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Take Action

RECENT ACTION ALERTS

Congress is Leaving Veterans Behind
336,733 received / 3,965 took action

Cost of War Act and Honoring our PACT Act
337,310 received / 6,870 took action

IMPORTANCE OF ACTION CORPS
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Student Fellowship

• Selection Criteria 
◦ VFW member or eligible for VFW 

membership
◦ Currently enrolled in an accredited 

institution of higher learning
◦ Submission of an essay proposal 

addressing a key veterans’ policy 
issue

• We need your help to recruit
• Application will open this summer
• www.vfw.org/studentfellowship 
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• Civics 101-Levels of 
Government

Federal— President, Congress (U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Rep.)
- Texas will have two new seats and a total of 38 members in the     

House of Representatives after 2022 Mid-Term elections (435 total) for a total 
of 40 Electoral votes in presidential elections.

- Agencies such as the Department of Defense and the VA.

State—Governor, Lt. Gov., Legislature (Texas Senate and Texas House)
- Legislature convenes in Regular Session every two years for 140 days
- Special Sessions called by the Governor for specific issues—three Special 

Sessions in 2021 (rare). 
- Texas has 31 State Senators and 150 members in Texas House of Rep.

Lt. Gov is the President of the Texas Senate; TX House Speaker elected by 
members of the Texas House of Rep.

- Agencies such as the TX Veterans Commission (TVC), TX Workforce      
Commission, Veterans Land Board (VLB), Adjutant General’s Dept./Texas 
National Guard, and the Texas Lottery Commission (Bingo Operations).

- Redistricting also lead to new geographic districts/shapes of U.S. House, 
Texas Senate, Texas House, Texas Judicial Districts and 
County Commissioner precints/seats.   
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Civics 101 Levels of 
Government (2)

County—Commissioners Court (County Judge and County 
Commissioners); County Veterans Service Officer.

City—City Council (Mayor and City Councilmembers).

Municipal Utility District (MUD)—Elected Board of Directors.

Community College District and K-12 School District (ISD or 
CISD).

Unincorporated area—County or MUD.
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Know Your Elected Officials; 
Get Visibility in the Community

Attend a City Council meeting and introduce yourself—speak in Citizens 
Communications at beginning of the agenda (3 mins).

Visit the office of your Congressman and Legislators. 
- Get to know their staffs; especially district offices far from Capitol.

Invite elected officials to your Post; some may be eligible for membership 
in VFW or Auxiliary.

Conduct VPRs in Public at City/County Parks or Facilities or Chamber of 
Commerce meetings--invite elected officials.
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Make Legislative 
Advocacy a Priority

14

All politics is local!
• Members of Congress and their staffs

will turn to you
• Share your experience, but 

know the VFW’s stance

Campaign Season
• Get Out the Vote

Work with your Legislative Committee 
Members

• Requirement for All-American
• Legislative Award
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Political Activities
DO’s

• Host/attend candidate town hall meetings and other events to ask 
candidates where they stand on our issues (including at your Post)

• Set up voter registration drives/Get Out the Vote campaigns on the 
local level

• Provide carpool service on Election Day to help the elderly and 
disabled get to the voting booths

• Support and work for your favorite candidates as an individual 
voting constituent

• Wear your VFW cap at public events such as town halls, rallies, 
forums, or debates
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Political Activities

DON’Ts

• Don’t endorse candidates on behalf of the VFW National 
Organization, Department, District or Post

• Don’t let one candidate come to your Post and not allow 
that candidate’s opponent to come if they ask; everyone or 
no one--equal opportunity

• Don’t wear your VFW cap when actively campaigning for 
a candidate, such as soliciting donations or knocking on 
doors asking people to pledge their vote for a candidate
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2023 State Legislative Priorities

The following priorities are not the only issues and priorities that the Texas VFW will 
be working on but are key issues that carried over from the last Legislative Session 
and Interim Sessions in 2021.  As always, the Texas VFW will closely monitor all 
Veteran-related bills under consideration by the Texas Legislature.

Create programs and funding streams connected to services that improve mental 
health outcomes for Veterans suffering from Military Sexual Trauma (MST), Post 
Traumatic Stress (PTS), and Traumatic Brain Injury.

Facilitate relationships with major corporations and employers and connect 
Veterans to existing business resources and available state services and access to 
high quality jobs in the transition from military service to Veteran status.

Expand maximum Bingo Payout and number of licenses allowed annually.

Advocate for two new State Veterans Cemeteries (one in Texas Panhandle/west 
Texas area and one in northeast Texas) and leverage federal and state funds to do 
so.

Create program for funeral expenses for indigent Veterans.
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2023 State Legislative Priorities 
(2)

Expand the Texas Compassionate Use Program (TCUP), the medical 
marijuana program in Texas, to include chronic pain as a condition for 
medical marijuana prescriptions and make the prescriptions more 
affordable and accessible.

Defend and sustain the legality of hemp-based Delta 8 products.

Advocate for a Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for state agency 
retirees, many of whom are Veterans.

Work with the State Comptroller on an administrative fix, or legislation if 
necessary, on disabled Veteran exemptions listed on property tax records.

Support legislation that assists County Veterans Services Officers and the 
services and programs they provide.
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Community Service = Good 
Public Relations

Build VFW Awareness by Rewarding Your Community. Programs 
educate our community about who we are and our legacy of service; 
VOD/PP, reward teachers, first responders, etc.

Make Your Community Proud of Your Post.

All Posts should join their local Chamber of Commerce.

We all can embarrass the entire Texas VFW with one bad public or 
social media incident.

We all represent the VFW to every person we meet; all contact between 
your Post and the community has a public relations aspect, positive or 
negative.

Good PR helps retain members—a happy member is the best PR the 
VFW can have
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Contact us with 
any questions!

State Inspector Stephen Biehl
VFW Post 2427 – Tomball, TX

(281)413-2695
formermarine@msn.com

Legislative Chair Mitch Fuller
(512)834-8535 ext. 107

mitch@texasvfw.org

mailto:formermarine@msn.com
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