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OFTlCIAl RULES FOR STUDENTS ADVANCING ro NATIONAL lEVEL
Ii j..C1<."C~nt~I,.a firll'plu( '>t:nt"winner, I h.l\ e the' a'ln~e-nt of n'l~
p~~tn/~.u.'nhol.",.pJ ~bl)(ll h) 'mt,ltd lhe-\\.ltQt elf fh-rntter ..'u;r N~t"'\ln;sl
fin III In \"~hl-ngliJn.0 C.;u")' gtlQl «f ~he\'f\\t ~>lIKm:Ji OQ;>JJlir.lttnn"

J ulJIJr::nrnnJ lh..u ->I.Jtt;' wumetv 'Aho lk' 110:tlitcnJ;t. ••.1Il,neJ ~hO\'C'Aill
(tlrfc'l .,11ri~n\$ t(l compete j'l the ~ •.u,(m~l t:'".!lll :lJ'l1J \'1]1 t.c,. rq'[,J;~~ hy
Inch .)!;1lC'·)second piaU' w"H!~'.

In lbe evem my l;J.re 1~ lk!'1«tt"J (ftr Ii:ntJ)' intl..\ the ~;tti('\n;u VOtoX t)f

(>r"JnW.T.,.:~C.oml,('litiun. l do tn'n;h}' 14,,"m}~lf. fvr my hdr~ e.,C\.'3;UO~.
.;tdrnini",ralo~ and .,~igO(,L~:wnlve. release and Ji.~h.utc an ~hts .010,1

,fJ:im ..•wh ••...h 1 h,J;\.c (Ir wluch IJ\,:), oot'3ft,or cccroc :;!.g.1ln.'uche- V(trr.u~'\ uf
roft'i;r.n \\':lf~of the t'nih ....J $1':t.~~(\T\ ••,\ ~nJ/(1t ibe se.•eral f>ep;\rumont-"
(\tJIC' ~lr&,,"i1Alti(nu:)nf 1m' '''ltle'r.,m nfFl'Jf'rign \VolR ~nJfhdr Mpt"<rhl:'
f,fijL.\'P... tl.r.l"I1b...Ml~,~ur••;}nd ~-.s'UIl!lfrom ••Ii}"d;ttT'Ng1.~ v.-hKb (Mil)' he ~U:)'

L.tirlt:lr IJY me in-C('Iflnt"t.Utm with In~' p.sr-IKip.'Iltt'll1in or a\~:\.(..\r(i.Jdon-~ith rbe
VH\t V()l\.e "f Dt"m~~1..1· CtJlUprrilh'n ;\nJin( .••rbing nul of rny tT~cl tt'
.10J during (hi: O'01l"'tilJllII.lo II>< .w", cf .iclm",~.1<.""'ro( l'f injurrin
u\nntxlilifl ".nth the (;Qmpr.1!Jono J '·(It.~(;:(:nt hl al1~1~~t.t*pt IhC' ~'(\-..:~ vf 001

dulr lk.-n.<ed m"lk"!.~"rgk;" ur d",u.1 'l'l",i~li,t ,.,1<'<1"" On rnr h.h.lf .n"
iN "",h IreOll1lCltl •. ., thi.')' moy JC<.1n "..:er~"'<)'. 1 unders •• nJ tI••,1 \'F\\'
"' J nnt be 'i.lhtr for --'Udl trc.umcnt.1 (trrlhr.:r w!l.it'r-.\u'"";lnJ that the \'et('rnu)
of l:oleJ'gn \\'.tr~ uflitr l-ntlt'iJ S!..,tc:> Tt'tain,) ni'n,,(!~dllsht'rcrJtt.ot; t() \1~1.'ml
tape. c.'\...\03r n1\J Ii~mr,)s ill, the Pfl"tr1.(HtnQ ~vd C':'IiJ.-"\:u~i(Jn uf the (Jr~oil;J.til.lJl:~
IU\lgrolfl1-\,.i1f1J il£livil~,

TO BE COMPlETED BY UlE VFW/AUXIUARY POST
I G'(lif;.' tbAt Ibi3 ~fudC:nl'~;ln .,ulh()rilC"j) l"Illr}' in
(I\lf \ T\\' p<\.)~L.(!\'d Volo: of [JClOOI. •.••••'y o.,mrl.'1 itwo ..

Post (omm~nder's/'hai'man's Signature Posti!

ladies Auxiliary President's/Chairman'. Signature

Post Addres.s

City,State, Zip

No, of studems participating _

No. of winners advanced to Distria _

Amt.. of PostlAux_.!choll3f5hio oywards S _

Amt. of Po5tlAux.additional expenses (ba"Quet..pins, ete.) S _

TO BE (OMPlfT£D BY UtE \lFW/AUXIUARY DISTRIct
I ~'ttd(,,~ thou rhe Mt1dC'm Jlt,rntll tn rhe pn."\.l(\ilj. .\«~jlln i..tht" Jul,. K'fKtrtJ
w infl<r of lhl! Vvi(e of Democracy (Poresl Dil'>lrlct COl1lre&iti(l{~~nd b-OU.f
""nlt" r'13trr 1(1tt,1 rh~ jJcr'.trl1Ut'OI ftn.1h.

District l.haj'm~n's Signature Di51.#

Address

City.State. Zip

~h~n=e----~~ [·mail

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN
I ,miry 1,11'" rhe <tud"", nJmt'l.l In lh. I''''';OUS ",d'UlI i,rhc duly ",I«:I~J5r'i-
FI"", winner of the \~,i<xof Dcm",cxI r)"I'""m<nl C<1I1!"",iti"IL i, our ...,J" cnllY
mto tI,. Na"""31Iudpng ond will .tt~!'"lh" 1'.1;01 •• 1 fim\!' in W.,hingtol1. V.c.

Dep.rtment (hairman's Signature

( ) ( )-------
D.ytime Phone Fax

E-m3i1

The wino er Oh", bee n 0,,;11 ",. (,11<:<;1:un.' nt,tifie.i Ib., Ih"l'.r<: the tiN
rlilC'e [)cr3,J1I1)~n'wloOt.."f un , Note: !\:ollional rlQc]fluOIT1m will
c(mti:K~vour wrnnerllrfQ 11u..•date hI 010l~ Ir.'l\'C1 ;Jrrioll'&t:fI1Cm~ for fhrUl
II• be in \';",hins'<)'" n.c

What is the deadline for my entry]
All entries competing at the Post level must be in the hands of that VFW Post by
midnight. Nov. 1,.2011. It is the responsibility of the student to meet this deadline
bv submitting their entrv to the proper location by ensuring it is a participating Post.

WHAT ARE THE JUDGING CRITERIA?
Originality is worth 30 points:
Treatment of the theme should show imagination and human interest.

Content is worth 35 points:
Clearlyexpress your ideas in .10 organized manner. Fully develop your
theme and use transitions to move smoothly from one idea to another .

Delivery is worth 35 points:
Speak in a clear and credible manner,

THE IMPACT OF THE VOICE OF DEMOCRACY
National finalist. Stephanie D'Abruzzo Shernin is a graduate of Northwestern
University in Speech and a performer with the Jim Henson Company's Muppets.

····
"What VODdid was prepare me for college
and the real world. I saw how I could find
my place in this world."

Past national winner Dr. Gary Belkin is J. psychiatrist and ethicist at Harvard and
Brown Medical Schools.

···········

"The whole Voice of Democracy program
was an experience that is still with me."

The National Association of Seconrlw), Schad Principals aliAS P )/IrIS ngaiJl upproved
this CO/Jfe~Tfor its Nmiolwi Ad"i50r), Li51 of Contests and Activities.

············
····················

Veterans of Foreign Wars &. ladies Auxiliary
Kansas City. Missouri

816.968.1117
E-Mail: kharmer@vfw.org

www.vfw.org····•···
EMBLEM AND SUPPLY ORDER NO, 4420

LOCALVFW POST INFORMATION:

············

CONTACT: _

PHONE: BEST TIME TO CAll; _

ALTERNATE CONTACT: _

PHONE: BEST TIME TO CALL: _

··

I



'q

WHAT IS THE VOICE OF
DEMOCRACY PROGRAM?
Sinn' 19·17, the Voice of Democracy has been the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW's)
premier scholarship program. Each y~, 010£1: than 50,000 high school students
compete for more than $23 million in scholarships and incentives, Students compete
by writing and recording a broadcast script on an annual patriotic theme. This
year's theme is, Is There Pride ill Serving ill Olll'MilitQryf

WHY SHOULD I ENTER?
Prizes and scholarships arc awarded at the local, district. state and national level,
Department ( tate) winners receive an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C..
March 3-7, 201.2, to tour the city, meet our nation's leaders. be honored bv the VFW

and its Ladies Auxiliary and receive their portion of SI 5 ['000 in national awards, the
top cholarship being 30.000.

THE RULES
''''ho can enter?
The Voice of Democra r is opm 10 students in grades 9-12, who are enroll d in a
public, private or parochial high school or home study program in th United tales,
its territories and possessions; or in an overseas li, .military/civilian dependent
school. Foreign exchang students, stud nt age 20 or over and previous Voice of
Democracy first place state winner arc ineligible.

What do T need to enter?
Record your original 3-5 minute (to 01'- 5 seconds rnax.) l'5sayon a standard ca -!;CUt' :

tape or CD. One student per CD or cassette.Preferred format for CD's is the audio CD •
format, 'Vht.'n burning your CD ..make sure that "Create Audio CDn option (or similar) :
is selected so the program can properly convert your sound file and bum it to CD, Afier :
it has finished, be sure to play back your audio CD on a system other than your com- •

putcr, such a a standard radio Of car CD player, 10 verify that the conversion/burning
proccs was successful. LIbel the recording. neatly typed essay and auach thi complet-
ed entry form, Provide these items 10 your school/group competition or local \,FW
Post for judging.. II recording must be in your own voice. Hearing/speech impaired
students should contact the Voice of Democracy National Office at (816) 968-1/17 for
special instructions, 0 music, singing, poetry or sound effects arc allowed. The body

o the essay must not identiC,- you in anyw;]!', although the recording & iyped e ay
should be labeled with your name, 10 show ownership, You may enter only one Voice of
Democracy competition per yl'ar.

''/here do I submit my entry!
All entries begin at the.Pos; level, The only exception is where schools/classcsryouth

groups have large numbers or students and wish to conduct their own competition,
submitting one winner for each IS students to the local \,FW Post competition.
Individual students may submit their enlr)' directly to the Post providing thlT haw
not competed at a school/class competition.

One winn r for every IS entries Tom each Post advances LODistrict and on District
winner advances to the state (Department) competition, tate winners are invited to
\\'ashington. D.C where their essav compete in the finals competition,

If you need help finding a participating VF\V Post in your area, call (816) %8-/117,
e-mail to klulOlIl.'r@-'lfw.orgor visit our website at \\,WIV; vfw.org.

............................................·: 2011-12 OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
: VOICE OF DEMOCRACY COMPETITION
: MUST BE COMPLETED BY All CONTESTANTS·····•. HaRle: first. M.I .. Last·

Address

····• City. State. Zip··········
( )---------------
lIome Phone E-mail

Date of 8i rth Grade in scnoot

···: SchoOl Name, City, State

···
First Name Yoo'd Uke on Your Badge Jacket Size

TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT'S PA.RENT/GUARDIAN····• Parent/Guardian Signature··············

Dare

( )--------------------------------
Parent/Guardian's Daytime Phone

Parent/Guardian's E-mail

• I HAVE REA.DAND UNDERSTAND THE RULES·• (0 OPPOSITE SIDE)••
: I certify that I am the sore author of the encl-osed audio/essay
: entry and that I have only entered the competition once.

• I understand that if it is found tnet I have entereo any other·• Post's competition or used this essay tor another vrw·• competition, I face elimination from the competition and

• will return any and all prizes or Incentives awarded.···: Signature of Student Participant
•·····

Date


